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A fiirhfull generall Epiſtle Trom | 
ited to all who have knowne the way of ve, 
forewarning them to flee ſecurity and catelefſe w tkitg un- 
der the Profeſſion of the ſame, diſcovering ſome of 


py wiles , whereby allo, wanton ſons and 
BY thei! ungodly wayes'are dilated. 
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The Epiſtle tothe RB 4 
Courteous . Reader, 
oe Here 1s-nothing wherein Saints 
[FO ſhould be more converſant then 
p 21 promoting the hononr-of the . 
Lag! and his Chriſt , ftriving 
and fiudying to walk before hin 
| agreedble tothe truth recorded in 
his Word, the conſidcration of which,zs a ftrong in- 
ducement unto us to engage (*to'the utmoſt-of our 
abilities ) in this worke, that whin other men con- 
tent themſelves by living below the rule, 'wee may 
ſtrive to walke cloſe thereunto ( ſuitable tothe pat- 
terne left us by God in his Word) and when many 
account it their glory to turne their batks pon what 
they profeſſed to have received from Chriſt,we may 
rive to honour God , by aſtedfaft continuance in 
what we have received, and in a diligent ſpeaking 
the things which wee have ſeene and heard from 
him, the weight of which at firſt prevailed upon us 


to declare unto the world this our Confeſſion of 


, A 2 faith, 


DÞD: ER 


k 


To the Reader. 
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- 

# 
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SY 2 irft, The invitations FRY earneſt ſolicttig 


of ſewerall of our Brethren,from all parts of the 
tign;ratio fe be apts long tobebold(Crm publique.) our 


— - 


ftabilitie and perſ. ewerance in the way and truth of | 


our God,that by it they may have -wherewith to put 
tenfilence thoſe mhahave.lately, taken hoberty t6 re- 
cre? and undervaluethetruth profeſſed by us. 

: Secondly; That the world may behold that through 
. grace,( by which alone we ftand we ate:preſerved 
» from back ſliding, or revolting from the way and 
truth, wee for ſome yeares have followed God in, 
In which ( through faith ant obedience ) wee truſt 
. to he:contivned,; unto.the comming of our Lord and 
 Sagtaour Feſus Chrift. | 

Thirdly, That wee might pre went .S IW and 

this accomplices in their enterpriſes ,, who have of 
late abounded mare then ordinary., with firatagems 
and inventions.to cireumwvent. poore Saints,in their 

abilitie and lowe unto the truth , amongft_ which 
this was no ſmall one. (in ſeverall remote parts ) 
that wee had caſt off. all our former profeſſzon and 
practiſe, ſo.that none remained together , worſhip- 
ping God in his:way,owning them elves the Chur- 


ches of Chriſt, but-were growne up to a further at- 


taine- 


» 


| 


To the Reader. 
tainement and light ( as the to ive more b- 
meduatly: with St ves! Rn ung in ſuch tow, 
meane , and contemptible a way as Ordinances, 
thinking thereby to ſtumble and diſhearten many 
whoſe hearts were approved to God. ©, 

Fourthly, That we might take off prejudite from 
the hearts.of thoſ e ( many of which we have com- 
fortable hopes who are or may be preſudiced againſt 
us, from theſe many inwveciives, and bitier nnjubt 
reproaches, wee are or may. be ( for worſhipping our 
God according, #0-0ur conſcience and the rule A 
wuth ) ex oſed unto, and they ( if it bethe good 
pleaſure _Þ oner God ) come+to underſtand our pra- 
Giſe., and j ubject them elves to. the Lord in his 
comman 

Laſtly, The remembrance of what good this our 
undertaking: hath forme#ly dowe in the Countries, 
where-it hath been fpread 'C of which we bawe-had 
particular notice from ſewverall whoſe bedrts have 
been refreſhed therewith )is no ſma'l inducement to 
15 to bring this forth againe in print. ' 

Courteous friend, we deſire thee ſoberly th weigh 
and conſider what wee have profeſſed before men, 
and Angels, ont of the ſimplicitie of our hearts,and 
let not prejudice prevent thy profiting, but make it 
| thy x great care 'and findy to give up thy under} and- 
ing to owe and receive the truth; as it 5s in' it us, 
veltchting 


To the Reader. 


Hlighting thy ſee tn that Government, which is 


by-his ovone ha eſtabliſhed in his houſe; be not 
diſheartned although thou ſbouldeft beare of the 


miſcarriage of fe ome, $ w6s; that in many things 


wee-ſin all, and come ſhort of the grace of our God, 
nor if thou ſbouldeſt be advertiſed of the falling 
away of any ope , doe but conſider wee live in the 
laſt ages of the world, Wherein many ſhall depart 
from the truth , (* neither 3s it a new thing for men 
to relinquiſh their profeſſion.) 

But ſtrive thou to fo ow God fully, and to ſtand 
faſt in the ſemplicity of the truth ;, and God our Fa- 
ther, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thee , ant 
be thy guide and Connſellour. 


Signed in the name, and by the appointment 
of the aforeſaid ſeverall Churches, meeting in 
LONDON. en vs 


William Kiffen, Edward Harriſon, 
John Spilsbery, ©: Richard Graves, 
Joſeph Sanſen, Edward Roberts, 
Hugh Goſnell, Thomas Waters, 
Thomas Paulr, Henry Forty, 


Joſeph Patſhall, Thomas Young, 
William Confet, John Watſon. - 


A Confefion 


CONFESSION OF FAITH 
of.the ſeverall Congregations or 
Charches of Chriſt in London , which are 


commonly ( though unjuſtly, ) called 
ANABAPTISTS. 


I 


= He Lord our God is but 2 one God, whoſe « ; Gor. g.. 
b ſubſiſtence is in himſelfe ; whoſe eſſence If. 44 6. 
cannot be' comprehended by any but him- Chap. 
ſelfe , who onely hath immorralitie, « del.” , Docs: 
[Jing in the Night, which no man can approach -{, Wha. 43. . 

s in himſclfe moft 4 holy , every* « pfal. 147, 


= ETT 
gn Y unto, who 
__ way © infinite, in f-greatnefſe , & wiſdome ,. * Devr. J84] 
b power, love, i merciful and gracious, long ſuffering and abun- * J9Þ 35-5 
dant in'goodneffe and crath, who giveth * being, moving and 17, "8 
_et ; 3 
preferyation to all creatures. ; As 37. 
, I Rom... L, 3 


— — 


In this and infinite being, there is the * Father, the .,c,, , 

b Word, and'the < holy Spiric , each having the whole divine > Joh.” 1. « 
d eſſence , yet the effence undivided ; 'all infinite without any *Chap.1s; 
beginning, therefore but © one God, who is riot to be divided in; ©Fx0d. 3.4 
nature, and being, but diftinguihed by ſeverall peculiar. rela. © * ©: ®-« 
tive properties. ' _ « Tha, 46.5 

Ephel.'1, 

God hath « decreed in himſe]fe, before the world was,concer- Roms 11. 
ning all things, Þ to worke, difpole, and bring them abour { ac-' ® Pal. 1.473 
cording to the counſel ot his'qwn-will ') to his glory : yet with- Fs % 
out being the Anthor of finne,, or bavkog fellowſhip wich rb k 
therein) 26, © 


% 


- 


| 


: : 


iy 


| © Eccle, 7.29: 
- + 4Gen. 3-1. 455 
2 Cor. Il. 3+ 


; 
. z 
Fo 
: is 


| 


2 


| 'Prov. 31 6. +, 
] Exod. 21.134 
16. 33-> fiſhing dis decree : and God 
| world; foreqrdaihed" forme men 
Chriſt, toihe praiſe and glory 
-& in their {;0Ne, £0 their Ju 
ofhis juſtices. -: - - 
T1 TV 
In the « beginning God-made 
man after. bis ©wne 


Y 


Pick. 144- 
> Ir. 45. 7- 
* ler, 14. 22+ 


L Nat $o :8.30. 
| Ccl. I. 16,17- 
'N 1 23.19,20- 

TF.CM. 3+ 4» 
ANz 10. 10» 
| | Eph. I, 44 5» 

il - | Jud. 4. 6. 
* Prov. 10. 4+ 
(a Gen. L. L. 
' Col. 1. 15- 
T | Ta, 45+ 17- 
b x Cor. 15. 
45» 46+ are'ccnceived In 
Ccrvants of in, 
world, and tor ever, un 


© b{ſa.46.10,11 


-Ecclef. 3. 14+ 
;cMa.10.29,39 
Ex01.21. 13- 


' Prov. 18. 33+ 


"1a Jer. 31+ 2 
b Ephb.'3+7: 


! 
- 


* 


: 


hap. 2: ©, 9- 


{3 Theſ. 5-9: 
"© Ads 43+ 38+ | 


4 
| 1 Cor. F, aT* 


Jer- 9..23 +24 
iCor. 1:3043! 


p eſ.23- 64 
, i, ohaþ17- 3+ 


. eb» 5, 9% 


-, joh, 6. 36, \ 


thin 


| sKom.'$. 28, b 
:: made unto us by (39! 


on, and redem tiong nd 


A Confeſſion of Faith, 


thercin;,) in, vbich appnccy/bls 
| « anchangeablenelicy: er, and-faich 
wits ” o Path before the 


- 


- All the Ele&being * loved of God, 
are Þ redeemed,quickned and ſaved, noty. 


owne workes, leaſt any Man 


y God of his free © grace and mercy through J< 
4 wiſdome, righteouſnelſe, (anAificati- 


d all in all, that be that rgjoycerb.might 


reJoyce in the Lord- 
Wh EOtY 


true God, and } 
crary,the Lo 
"know not 

VII 


Therule of this knowledge, faich 


all things very 82 
b image, filled with all wo] pe 

nature andfree from all fignc 4 but © lopg he 29996, ot in this 
HTS Sirafn a OR A Be] fue firſt 
Eve, then-by her ſeduTing Adam; 
in cating the forbidden fruic,* eranſgr 


and fe}, wheredy f death came upon 
fin , end by nature the Children of wrat 
iſecies in this 


Chriſt ſet them free. 


doth » diſpoſe all 


the (nbj: Qs of $ deat, and other Mm 
«fe che Lord Jeſus 


And = this is life eternall, thit we mi 
4 Teſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. And on® 
fre to'them that 


as Chriſt 


rd will render vengeance in flamin 


God, and obey not th Gaſpe of Jel 


wiſdome in ;difpoling\ all 
fulnefle in accom- 
he foundation of che 
to ererna)l lite ,*throbgh Jeſus 
of his grace 3 leaving the re 
condemnation , andto the p 


{ } 


frhe 4 Serpent, £ 
who without any compulſion, 
efſed the command 0 
all his poſterity; 


{tro 


raiſe 


od;..creatcd 
A&ion of 


God, 


who now 
h, the 


+ 1 Tim.2.14- | 
fGal: 3- 22 Godin his infinite. ® poWer and wi{dome, 
Wa L 12+ things ©O the end for which by Were created , that neither, avy 
"Chap 'F I thing befals any by chance,or without his cpxovidenceandthat 
'E 2+ 3» whatſoever befals the Ele, is by his appointment » for his gl0- 
'« fob'38+ 11+ ry and their © good. - | PO 
I 


with an exerlaſting love, 
by themſelves. ,n2r their 


s x 


and obedience, £0 


at onely and wholly 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who 


ohtknowhim the anely 


the con- 


nerrning 
the 


_ £% 2. ASP nt... 


A Confeſſuon of Faith. 
theworſhip of God, in which is contained the whole duty of man, 
is ('vot-* mens lawes or tradicions, but) onely the word of God 
contained in the holy » Scriptures, in which -is' plainly recorded 
whatſoever is needfull for us to know, believe, and praftiſe, which 
arethe onely rule of holinefſe and obedience for all Saints, art all 
rimes, in all places to be x1 

TheDondJeſus Chriſt,(of whom 2 Moſes and the Prophets wrote, 
the Apoſtles preached) he is the Þ Son of God, the brighrneſſc of his 
glorie, &c. by whom he made the world, who upholdeth and go. 
verneth all things thathe hath made ; who alſo when the < fulnefſe 
of time was come, was made of a woman, of the Tribe of Fudab, 
ofthe ſeed of Abrabam and Dayid; to wit, of the Virgidi Mary, the 
holy Spirit comming downe upon her, the power of the mot High 
over-ſhadowing her, and he was alſo tempted as wee are, yer with- 
out ſinne, | 


with Gen. 49./9,,19. Rom. I, 3, and 9; 10, Mat. 1.16, with-Luke 4.23. 26, Heb. 


343 5, Hede 4.15. 2g A 


X _. 
« Jeſus Chrift is made the Mediator of the new and everlaſting Co- 
venant of rage between God ahd man ever to be perte&ly & fully 
the Propher, rieſt, and King of he Charch.gf.God forevermore. 


Unto this Office he'was appointed by 2 Gud fromevertafting,and 
in reſpe& of his man-hood, from the wombcalled,. ſeparated, and 
b arfointed moſt fulty and abundantly with all gitts neceflary, God 
having without meaſure powred out his Spirit upon him. 


;Concerning his Mediatorſhip, the Scripture holds forth Chrifts 
call ro his Office: For ® none takes this honour'upon him, buc he 
that is 
whereby a ſpeciall promiſe being made, he ordains his Sonne to 
this Oftice, which promiſe is, that Chrift ſhould be made a Sacri- 
fice for ſinne, that he ſhould ſee his Þ ſeed, and: prolong his dayes, 
and rhe pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand : c all of meere 
free and abſolute grace towards Gods Ele, and without any con- 
dicion foreſeene in them to procure ir; 

RY 11), 
: This Office t& be Mcdiator, that'is, to be Prophet, Pricſt, 
B and 


led of, God, as was Aaron, it being. an ation of (3od, 3 


3 


2 Col. 2, 23 
Mar. 15. gs 
d Joh s. 3 
2 Tim. 3.1 
16,17, 

Ifa 8. 20. 
Gal-r.8, g 
AQts 3. 22, 


* Gen, 3. 1 
Chap. 22.1 
8& 49. 10, 
Dan. 7. 13; 
9.24, 25,F 
d Prov. 8, 
Joh, r. 1,2 
f/leb. r! 8. 
© Gal. 4. 45 
4 Heb. 9.1 
Revel.5; F 
2,16. 145% 


21 Tim 2. 
Heb. 9. 1% 
John 14. 6; 
d Ifa. 9.65 


2 Prov. 8. 2 
Iſa: 42. 6d 
49.15.SY 
Il.2,%, 44 
&61.1, 
with Luke 
I 7, 22+Jc 
1.14.16; 


TYM 
* Heb. 5.45 


a Pa. "25" 725 


A Conſeſſuow of F aith. 


and'King of thic Church of God, is ſo proper to Chrif, that nei- 
ther in whole or. any part thereof, is, cannot be transferred from 
him to any other. by ; | 


This Office to which Chriſt is called, js threefold, as © a <> og 

b Prieft, and < King :'this number and qrder of Offices is neceflary ; 
for in reſpe& of our 4 ignorance, wee ftand in need of his propheti- 
call offize.. And in reſpeR of aur great + alienation fran-God , we 
5-;, need his Prieftly office to reconciieus: and in reſpe& af tur averſ- 


i 


Office to f convince, s ſubdue, k draw, i uphold, and & preſerve us to 
his heavenly Kingdome. ; | | | 


- 3. k Cant, 2.9. Jots, 6.44; i PRIL 4.1, * 3 Tin.4, 18. 


XV. 
- Concerning the Propheſie of Chriſt, it is that whereby he hath 
a.revealed the will of Gad, whatſoever is needfull for his Servants 
to know and b,gbey:; and therefore. heis called not onely a Propher 
.. and Door, and the < Apoſtle of our profeſſion, and the's Angel of 
the Covenant, butalſo the very «e wiſdome of God, in whom are 
* hid all the treaſures of wiſdome and knowledge, who for eyer can- 
tinueth revealing the fame of the Goſpel to bis people. 


-Thit he mightbea Proper tory way compleat, it was neceſſa- 
ry he ſhould be God, and alſo that he ſhould be man : for unlefie he 
” had been God; he could never have perfe&ly underſtood the wil 


- _ YR RS 


LE ES. Lend ike 
= A pe 


"$ 


ar Jefos of God; and unleffe he had beea man, he could not ſuitably. have 
- ng unfolded ic in his owne perſon to men. . 

learly-eprefſed in the Seriptares-: he is called; The mighty God, Ife. 9. 6. That word was God, 
1.1, Chriſt who is God over all, Rim. 9. 5. God manifeſted in! the fleſh, 2 Tim: 2. '16, 
ame is very God', 1 Joha 5. 20. He is the firſt, Revel. 1. 8. He gives being to- all things, 
| bd withont him was nothing made, John 1. 2. He forgiveth fins, Matth. 9.6. He is before A+ 
bam, Jobn 8, 58, He was, and 1s, and ever-will be the ſame , Heb. 13. 8. He is alwayes wich 
to'the end of the world, Mi; 28. 20. which could nor be faid of Jefus Chrift, if he were nor 


- 


—— 


| es 20, 28, 


© | Allo, Chriſt is nor onely perſeRly God, but perfe&t Man, made of a woman, Gal 4. 4. made of- 


ecd of David, Run 1. 3+ Comming out of the loyns of David, A#; 2, 3o. of Jeſſe and Ja- 


bb; Ads 13. 23 Inthat the Children were partakers of fleſh and bloud , he himſelfe likewiſe 
yoke part with ther, Heb 2. 14. HeEtooke not on him the natore of Angels, but the ſeed of 
ban, Ver. 16. So that we are bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, eſ. $. 30. So thar 


$15. Heb. t. 1. 
_. XVII. 


oY 


nefſe and utter inabilitie to returne to God, wee need his Kingly 


bd. .And to the. San he ſaith, Thy Thrune, O.God, is for ever and ever, Heb. 2.8, John 1. 18,, 


\ that ſanQifteth, and they that are ſagQified , .are. all one, Heb. 2, 11. See Att 3» 22, Dew. 


| 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 


{F,17. Jon be perfe&ly manifeſted in his Sonne, and the glory of the Father 
ſ- 27-26. andthe Sonnein all his Members. | 

| pheſ. 1,14. XXl 

| feb. 5.9 Mar. . , " taY ' 

tzr.Joh. x7, Jeſus Chriſt by his death did purchaſe ſalvation for the Ele& 
{KHeb. 7. 25. that God gave unto him : Theſe have/intereft in him, and being 
| {Cor. 2. 12. called have fellawſhip with him, for whom he makes. interceſſion 
; 8.29, 30 co bis Fatheriin-cheir behalfe, and to them doth God by his Spirie 
| * apply this redemption, as alſo the free gift of cternall life andgto- 
{Þhn 3. 15, ic is given to them, and none elſe, 


Faith is the 2 gift of God, wroughr in the hearts of the Ele&, by 
*.-, the Spirit of God ; by which they com& to know and bclieve" the 
bl. 5. 22, © Eruth of theÞ Scriptures,and theexcellency of them above all other 
17.-i7, Writings,and all chings inthe world,: as they hold forth the glorie 
TiEb. 4.11442. of God in his attributes, the excellency-of Chriſt in his nature and 
offices, and of the power and fulneſſe of the Spirit in his workings 
and operations, and fo are inabled: to cafttheir ſoules upon: this 
truth-thus believed, I 
[31 | XX1I11. Ti 
at.7.-24.29 Al] thoſe that have this precious [ faith ] wrought in them 

54 go the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away, ſecing-the gifts 
.10.28,2g k _—_ 
er.1.4,5,s Of God are without repentance, ſo that he ſtil|-begets and nouri- 
£49. 13,14, ſheth in them faich, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces 
"IF >16. of the Spiric unto immortalicie ; and though many ſtormes- and 
+þ flouds ariſe, and beat againſt them , yet they ſhall never beable: to 
take them off that foundation and rock, which by faith they are 
»faftned upon; notwithſtanding, through unbelicfe andthe tempta- 

rions of Satan , the ſenſible fight of this light and love, be clouded 

2nd overwhelmed fora time; yet God is ſtill the ſame, and they 
| (hall be ſure to be kept by the power of God uno ſalvation, where 
i} they {hall injoy their purchaſed poſſeſſion, they being engraven/up- 
'F on the palms of his hands, and their names having been written in 
Rom. 10. 17, the book of life from all eternity, 
FiCor.1, 28. RXIV., 
Rom, 9.19... Faith igordinarily 2 begotten by the preaching of the Goſpel,or 
_. codes wo:d of Chriſt, without reſpe& to dany power or agency in the 
1 == 15, creature; bur it being wholly c paſſive, and dead. in treſpaſſeg and 
Sphecſ. 1 19, finnes, doth believe, and is converted by no Icfle 4 power then that 
$0!. 2. 12. which raiſed Chrift from theYead. 


' 


| 
\- 


4 


+ ? 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 7 


XX V. 
The preaching of the Goſpel, to the converſion of furſners , is * Joh.z. ig,es. 
: abſolutely free ; no way requiring as abſolutely neceflary, any & 7+ 12. 
qualifications, preparations, or terrours of the Law, or preceding = $5. 1, 
miniſtery of the Law ; but onely and alone the naked foule, a Þ fin- qe od ; ”; 
ner and ungodly to receive Chriſt crucified, dead, and buried , and Rom. 4. 5. % 
riſen againe, who 18 made a Prince and a Saviour for fuch fingers 5.8.A&.5.30,, 
as tkrough the Goſpel ſhall be brought to believe on him. 37. & 3.36.7 
| XXV1. ! 1 Cor.1.22,24 
The ſame power that converts to faith in Chriſt, carrieth on the « | pes. c, 5. 
« ſoule through all duties , temptations, conflifts, ſufferings ; and 3 Cars12, 9, 
whatſoever a\believer is, he is by Þ grace, andis <carried on in all o- * 1 Cor,t5. 
bedience, and temptations by the (ame, © Phil. 2.1243, 
| XXVII. John 15. 5. 
2 All believers are by Chrift, united to God ; by which union,-« x Theſ, 1.x; 
; Godis one with them, and: they are one-with him; and that all 1oh. 17. 21.8 
| believers are the Þ Sons of God, and joynt heires with Chriſt, t6 29-17-Heb«2, 
whom belong all the promiſes ofthis life, and of that which is to *** 1199: 4: 
come. | 


s oy” Us 


oo > ap (3 - 03 % 


bd Gal. 2.19,»c 
XXV111. "TY 


' , Thoſethathave union with Chriſt, are juſtified from = all their * 2 Ioh.1, 7. 

| .finnes by the. bloud of Chriſt; which juſtification is a gracious Heb.t0,14. 
.and full ' acquittance of a guilty finner from all finne by God, * iS 
| through the ſatisfation that Chriſt hath made by his death for all ;,. Ats13- 
; their {innes, and this is to be applyed-by the Spirie through be- 38, 39. Rom. 
lieving. P | 5 1.8 3,29,39 

| XX 1X. 

All believers.are a holy and = (anRified people, and that ſanRi- * 7 Cor. 1. 1. 
fication is a ſpeciall fruit of the Þ new Covenant, and an effc& of | = _ 9. 
' the < love of God manifeſted in the ſoule , whereby rhe belicver þ. , Py 
preffeth after a heavenly and Evangelicall obedienceto all the com- maar; :8. 20. 
mands, which Chriſt as head and King in the new Covenant hath | 


' Preſcribed to them, , ;L | 
, X X XR, _ X 


All believers through the knowledge of 2 that-juſtification of life « , cy;.5:79: 

r | given by the Father, and brought forth by the bloud of Chriſt, Rom.s 9, 19. 
have as their great, prlviledge of that new >» Covenant, peace with * Ifa. 54.' 19, 

| God, and reconciliation, -whereby they that were afarre off are * 25+ **»-* 
made nigh, by < that bloud, and have 4 peace paſſing all under- <Epheſ.2.i3 ;i4 
ſtanding; yea, joy ia God-through. gur Lord Jelus Chrift, Ke 4 Epheſ, 4-7 

| WAON 


AY we OO Yo s TFF6% 


_ 


ll «2 4 Confeſſion of Faith. 


© Rome5.r0, © whom wee have received __ 
| Row. 7.22, All believers in the time of this life, are in a continual) 2 war- 
$24. Epbeſ. 6. fare and combate againk finne, (clfe, the world, and the Devill ; 
10,11,12513. andareliable to all manner of afflitiong, > eribulations, and per- 
2 Ton Ky "2, ſecutions, being © predeſitinated, and appointed thereunto, and 
|< Rom, 8. 29. whatfoever the: Saints policfle. or enjoy of God fpiritually, is by 
2 Thefl. 3. 3- faith; and outward and temporall things are lawfully enjoyed by 
q Gal.z, 19,20, 2 ciyill right, by them who have 4no faith, 
I #7: STIL: 
{6%-7+ + © The onely firength by which the Saingsare enabled coencounter 
þ *John 26.33, With all oppoſition and 2 trial iv d onely by Jeſus Chrift, who fy 
|ÞTohn 15.5, the O__ of their ſalvation, being made perfe@ through © fof. 
_— T. ferings, who hath engaged his Gaithfulnefſe and ftrength to affif 
Tin 21g themin all heir affliftigns, and co uphold them in @!l their remp., 
©, tations, andtopreſervethem by his power to his everlaſting King: 
dome, and gloric. | _ 
| XXXLEI. | | 


=Mat.rr, xr. Jeſus Chriſthath here on earth a ſpirituall » Kingdome, which is 

#=Theff.i. : 5. his Church, whom he hath purchaſed and redeemed to himſclfe as a 

PE 1 Cor.1,2. neculiar inhericances which Church is a company of vifible'Saints, 

va ie Þ called and ſeperated from the world, by the Word and © Spitir of 
Fro22:5. God, to the vilible profeſſion of the faith of che Gafpel, © bring 

x8; 2 Cor, 6. baptized into thar faith, and jayned to the Lord, andeach to other, 

$17. Rev.18.4. by muruall conſent in the © praQticall enjoyment of che ordinan- 

_” : 2 ces, commanded by Chriſt their Head and King. 

* Rom. 10, 10, Matth, 18, 19, 20. As 2, 42, *Adts 9.26. 1 Pet. 2:5. 

Mat.28.18,* Tothis Chucch he *hath made his promiſes, and given the fignet 
U, _ .. Of his Covenant, preſence, acceptation, love, < bleſſing, and 4 pro- 
& 321-2007 teftion. Here ace the Faugtains, and: ſprings. of his heavenly grace 
4,5. Pl.133.3. XXRYYV., 

*EzK.47. 2. be their Prophet, Prieſt, and King 5): and called thither to been 
ww "$27 ſoules, and to bring their gifts God hath given them, to be unde: 
12,6,7,12,18, his beavenly. conduR& and government, to-lead their lives in.thi 
Ez.20.40.37, walled Sheepfold, and watered » Garden, to have communio; 


j 
XXXEV, 
16. 18. Rom 9, © flowing forth, to refreſh and ftrengthen them... - 
*Rom.3.7.10. Andall his 2Servants, of all eſtates ( are to acknowledge him t- 
rolled among his houfhold ſervants , to: preſent their bodies anc 
| b Cant. 4: 12, 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 9 
here with his Saints, that they may be afſurgg that they are made 
meet to'be paatakers of their < 1nhericance pe "A of God; Eph.z. 15, 
and to fapply each others wants, inward and outward ; ( and al- $99-73+ 4 
though each perſon hath a 4 propriety in his owne Mate, yet they _— I 
are to ſupply cach others wants, according as their © necefhtie ſhall « pinky 
require, that the name of Jeſus f Chriſt may not be blaſphemed «AR. _y\- | 
through the neceſſicie of any in the Church) and alſo. being come, © A: *- 44, 
they are here by himfelfe to be beftowed in their ſeveral order , duc 45-& 4.34% 
—_ gg veing ficly 'compaQ and knit together 8 accor- bh Jt 
— mo = . working of every part, to the edifyirg of it © Ephef.4. i6; 
Being thus joyned CT IS ; hem fi gs 
D ower given them fro « 3, withh 
Chriſt, for their wel-being, to chuſe — honda meet _ IF. 23, 25. 
ſons for Þ Elders and Deacons, being qualified according to the cs To 
Word , © as thoſe which Chriſt hath appointed in his Teſtament, Ko. Cor = 
for the feeding, governing, ſerving, ty building up of his Charch, 28 Ne.13-7.17 
and that none have any power to 4 impoſe on thenj either theſe or 1 Pet-5-1, 2, 
any other. *1Pet-4.1 
: XXXVI1. Heb. 5.4. Iohy 
That the Miniſters Jawfully called as aforeſaid, ought to conti- 19+ p My: 
noe in their calling and place, according to Gods ordinance , and >: 28, 294.) 
cartfully to feed the flock of God commirted to them, not for til- Ro RY 
thy lucre, but of a ready minde. hs - ye '* 
"> RSV IILL | "IM 
; "Byptiſme is an Ordigjance of the » new Teſtament, given by | Mar. 28. 18, 
Chrift, to be diſpenſed upon perſons profeſling faith, or that are Ws —_ vl 
made Diſciples ; who upon | rae of faich, and-defiring. of at bod _ 
it, ought to be baptized, ___ a _ to partake of the Lords Supper. & 8. = Ea 
IX. 32, & 18. 
That the way and manner of the = diſpenſing, this ordinance CY | 
dipping or plunging the body under —_— Feri_g figne, a —_— 30 16 
anſwer the things wnifed, which is, that intereſt the Saints have reads r lots | 
in the c death, burial], and reſurre&ion of Chriſt : and thar as cer- Jordin ] in © 
tainly as the body is buried under water, and riſen againe, fo cer- &'*<& lohn 2. 
tainly (ta} the bodies of the Saints be raiſed by the power of Chriſt, 33-305 £38.3 
in the day of the reſurreRion to reigne with Chriſt; » ur 4 * 
» wy cb, - 


©Rom:6.3,4, 5,65. 1 Cor. is; 28, 29, The word Bati i i vl 
, $28, 29, tif», ſignifies to dip, or P! , | 
; v5 0 rage taA vpon the A {miniſtraror” ga 1 ubjec with al modeſty ) hk 
eur-prattiſe, a: miny eye- witneſſes can teſtify. - St 


7 


"oe 


—. X10 


Aa. 8. 16.) 
'Ephel. 3. 7. 

Mat. 28.19! 
Joh. 4.-2.A&s 
20. 7. Chap. 
II, 20, 1 Cars 
II. 24. with 
x Cor. Io,16, 
 I7.Rom.16.2 


Mat. 18. 79. 

ICor.5.4+13: 
with 12.6:2,3 
"2 Cor.2. 6, 7. 


'Mat.1 8.1617 
x8, Atts1 1.25 
3. I Tim. 5. 

; I 99 20, 21T, 
Col. 4. 17- 
Ads 15.192,3 
*AR.20,2 7,2 
-He.13.17.24- 
"Mat. 24. 45: 
AThel. 5.2.14 
Jude 3. 29. 
;Heb.10.34:35 
&EI2,15. 

| Cor: 14. 3- 
\$cc, Rom. 12. 
6.3 Pet.q!10, 
'TT.nCor.12.7 
x Thef. 5+ 19, 
20,21, 
Revel. 2. ﬆ 3. 
Chap. 

Ads 15.12, 

1 Cor. 1, 10, 
"Jude 19. Rev. 
2.20, 21, 22, 
Ags15.1, 2! 
Rom. 14, 7. 
&15.1, 2, 3. 
2 ICor.4. 17, 
& 14.336. & 
164,0P(.122, 
3. Eph.2. 12. 
I9.withRe.21 
.©1Tim.3.15, 


4 Confeſſion of Faith. 
ted by Chrifſ io diſpenſe Bapriline, 

The perſon defighed by Chriſt to diſpenſe Baptiſme, the Scrip- 
tare hoſds forth to be a Diſciple ; it being no where tied to a par- 
ticular Churgf- officer, or perſon extraordinarily ſent, theCom- 
miſfion injoyning the adminiſtration , being given to them as cou- 
fidered Diſciples, being men 7d " preach the Goſpel. 

Chriſt hath likewiſe given power to his Church co receive in,and 
caſt our, any Member that deſerves ir, and this power is given to 
every Congregation,and not to one particular perſon,ceither Mem- 
ber or Officer, but in relation to the whole body,in reference to their 
faith and fellowſhip. TEE 

[. 


And every particular Member of each Church, how excellent, 
great or learned ſoever,is ſubjett to this &nſuceand judgement;and 
that the Church ought not wichont great care and tendernefſe, and 
due advice, bur by che rule of faich and truth, to proceed againſt 


XLIINT. 

Chrift for the keeping of this Church in holy and orderly com- 
munjon, placeth ſome ſpeciall men over the Church , who by their 
office are to governe, overſee, viſit, watch, fo likewiſe for the better 
keeping thereof, in all places by the Members, he hath given autho- 
rity, and Jaid duty upon all to wo over one another, 

XLIV. 

Alfo fuch to whom God hath given L's in the Chifrch , nay 
and ought propheſie, according to the prOÞortion of taith., andſo 
to teach publiquely the word of God, for the edification, exhorta-« 
tion, and comtorc of the Church. | | 

| XLV. 

Thus being rightly gathered, and continuing in the obedience 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, none are to ſeparate for faults and corrup- 
tions ( for as long as the Church canliſts of men ſubje to failings, 
there will be difference in the true conſtituted Church ) untill they 
have in due order, and tendernefſe, (ought redtefle thereof, | 

XLVI. 

And although the particular Congregations be difſtin& and ſe- 
vera]l « bodies, every one as a compa and knit » Citie within ir 
ſelte ; yet are they all to walke by < one rule of truth; So alſo 
they ( by all meanes convenient ) are to have the counfel and help, 


$ her Members. 
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_ courfe with joy, remembring alwayes that wee ought to b obey L. FO, 
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A Confeſſion of Faith. in 
d one of another, if neceſſity require it, -as members of one body , in 4 As If. 
the common faith, under-Cheifl their head, ;Canti 8-03 
77 4 > ÞVIEL ' 
A Civill « Magiſtracy is an-Ordinance of God, ſer up by him for * Rom. 43 
the puniſhment of evill doers, and for the praiſe of them that doe 2, 3» 
wel; and that in all lawful things commanded by them , ſub- * Per. 2-1 
je&ion ought to be given by us in the Lord, not only for wrach but 17; , x, 
for conſcience ſake; and that weeare t6 niake lupplications, and 
prayers for Kings, and all that are in authority , that under thers as 2.gc 
we may live a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlinefſce and ho- Tr-4. 19.Y 
nefty.  We3,29. 4 
F XLVIII. > 62s Phra AP 
That wee have great cauſe to blefſe God, and to be thankfull for phix.e, 0; 
the peace and liberty wee enjoy in the ſervice of our God under the Das 3.16, 
p_ government, bur if the Magiſtrate ſhould not favour us $47.29. 
erein z.2-yet wee dare not ſuſpend our praQtiſe, becauſe wee be: ... 
lieve wee ought to goe on in obedience to Chriſt, in profeſſing the ' ; ne 
faith which was once delivered to the Saints ,” which faith is decla- zom.t2-r 
red in the holy Scriptures, and this our confeſſion of fajrk a part.of''s Cor. 14, 
them, and that wee are to witnefſe to the truth of the old and new'* Rev: 3: 
Teftament unto the death, if neceſlicie require, in the midſt of all * aTim-4, 
trials and afflitions,as his Saints of old b24c done z not accounting rom. 1 4. 
our goods, lands, wives, childrcn, fathers, mothers, brethren ; Si-: 2 Cov. 5. 
ſters z yea, and our owne livesdeare unto us, ſo wee may finiſh our 'Plal. 49. 7 


God rarher then men, who will when wee have finiſhed our courſe; 'a&s8. 
and kept the faith,give us < the crowne of righteouſneſſe;to 4 whom '10.1,2.35 
wee muſt give an account of all our a&ions, and no man being able kom. 15. 
to diſcharge us of the ſame. Deur. 6." 
I ts Jawfull for a Chriſtian to-be | 3 Gora 
t is lawfull for a Chriſtian to be a Magiſtrate or Civill Officer ; Jer. 4. 4; 
and alſo it is lawfull to cakean Oath, ſd it be in truth, and 5. pede 
PROG Un A - confirmation of truth, and hn 4 
ending © rite 3 and that by raſh and vaine oathes the Lordi "I 
provoked, and this Land mournes, _ ove = by 


Wee are to give untoall men , whatſoever is their due, as their ® 5+ 5+ 
plate, age, cftate requires; and that wee doe defraud no man of any” Eph 5.2 
thing, but doe unto all men'as wn would they ſhould doe unto us. Tit. oo | 

I. There tt 


"Y Heart bleediagr for Profeſſors abominations. 


-3« 19. .and unjuſt, and everyone ſhall give an account of himſelfe to God, 
2 that-every one may receive the things done in his body , according 
40 that he hath done, whether it be good or bad, | | 


|  _ The Concluſion, 


Tis wee deſire to give unto Chriſt, that which is his, and unto all laws 
full Authoritie that which is their due, and to owe nothing to any man 
but love, 10 live quietly and peaceably, as it becometh Saints , endeavouring 
in all things to keep a good conſcience , and to doe unto every man ( of what 
Judgement ſoever ) as we would they ſhould doe unto us, that as our pradiiſe 
 #s, ſo it may prove as to be a conſcionable, quiet, and harmleſſe people ) no 
wayes dangerous or trouble ſome to humane ſocietie ) andto labour and worke 
with our bands , that we may not be chargeable tg any , but to give to bim 
that needeth both friends and enemies, accounting it more excellent to give 


= 


” , morant of many things which wee defire and ſecke to know , and if any ſhall 


© | ee ſhall bave cauſe is kethgnkfull to God and them. But if any man 
#--"'" > Inipoſe upois 335 any thing, that wee” ſee not commanded by our Lord Feſws 
b. .- Chriſt, wee ſbould in bis pr<22th rather embrace all reproaches und tortures 


> -  .) of een, tobe ſtript of all outward compre! ; and if it were poſſible,, to die 
x .<; | a thouſand "vhs then to doe any thing againjr-1c {49ſt tittle of the 
=-**  truthof God, or againſt the light of our owne conſciences. And if any pal! 
 - .+ call what we have ſaid Hereſie, then doe we with the Apofile acknowledge, 
+.c.' - that after the way they call Hereſie , worſbip we the God of our Fathers, 
For  "diſclaiming ll Hereſies, ( rightly fo called: ) becauſe they are againſt Chriſt, 
F-* and to be ftedfaſt and immcveable, alwayes abounding in obedience to Gbriſt, 
- *__ & knowing Our labour ſball not be in vaine inthe Lord, 
Wok: 19 | by EP 16 0 
P'$:A Leo. 74+ 21, 22: | 


7.27701 - 


dy praiſe thy Name. 
FO (39> Ohme Lord'Jeſus,” cornie quickly, | 


” 
© ety: 


/ 


x 
- 
Oo 


v 


$24.15. ..1, There ſhall be a « reſurre&ion ofthedead, both of the juſt 


bs. "then 10 receive. Al ſo we confeſſe that we a. in.part , and wee are ig- |; 
, *n kn oh *s obat Friendly part to ſbew us from the Word of God that we fee not, 


a& 13% x ; F 
1 nga fe, oO God, plead thine owne cauſe's Remember how the Foo= 
-* -nth. *'Jeſo man blaſphemeth thee dayly. 


+ "TO Tet not the oppreſſed returne aſhamed, bit let the yodve and nte- - 


—, 0 ANI ate 4p Corrs > 


—., 0 Sane ay otros > 


kehath laid to entrap poore ſoules in, by carrying them from ſtep 
| -C.2 
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To all the Churches of God fanified 
in Cxr1sT JESUs, called to. be Saints, 


with all that in eyery place proteſs the nameof , 
' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours, 


Beloved Brethren, 


»f Aving theſe.many yeares , through the grace 
ah) Nh mercy « our God, fn in the 
profeflion of the name of Chrift, contained in 
1 18 the Holy Scriptures of the Prophets, and A« 
& poſtles ; and finding the exceeding benefit and 

1 £B comfort of walking with God in ſome mea« 
» ſure ſuicable to what he hath made knownes 
JE unto us; and well knowing that wee are cal 
led to live in the laft Ages of the_world, wherein iniquitie a+ 
bounds , and.the love of many waxeth cold ; as likewiſe conſide» 
ring, thoſe peculiar times ſpoken of in. the 2. of Tim. 3, 1. &c.\ace 
come; upon us ,, wherein men, who, ſometimes have made large 
profeſſion of God and godlinefſe, are turned alide to-commitr-alt 


. manner of uncleannefle with greedinefſe, having turned the'grace 


of our Lord Jeſus into. laſciviouſneſle , calling. darknefſe light,. 
and light darkneſſe, by meanes of whomthe way of truth: is evill 
ſpoken of 3. and many.poore foules. through remprations: ready to! 
quie their profeſſions, and to. be taken with their ſnares; wee? 
thought it- ous dutie todeclare our utter diſlike , abhorring, and> 
deteſtagion. of all ſuchevili. perſons, and 'wayes, who ſhall under? 
any Hornence whatſoever plead for, or practiſe any way of ungods 

ine 


And havingheen through theigoodnefſeof our God, inabled _ 
diſcerirthe ſecret, and ſubtill defignes, and ſaares of Satan , which 


ro 


Heart bleediugs for Profeſſors abominationz. 


to ſtep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his ſnares, and - 


frted by bim to doc him ſervice. 

We could do no lefle, then according to that meaſure of light we 
have reteived from the Lord, to diſcover his Wiles, and Stratagems, 
and to Caution all that profeſſe the feare of the Lord,to watch over 
their.owne hearts, and wayes, and to take heed leafithey fall into 
the ſame condemnation. | 

For this we have found, that that way which God in his infinite 
wiſgome, taketh to bring foules unto himſelfe by , vis. the pre- 
ſcnting unto men his. great love, in giving Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer 


death, and his great ſalvation to all that believe in his name, Satan - 


that old Serpent through his inftruments undec'tlie ſpecious pre- 
rence of beating men oft from all falſe refts, endeavours with all 
his ſtrengch to oppoſe and make void ; perſwading the fonnes and 


daughters of men, that what is declared — the death of 


Ehrift at Jeruſalem, and his bearing our iniquities in his own Body 
upon the Croſs, ' is bat a meer hiſtory & ſhadow, that the Scriptures 
are bur aletter and the Ordinances of God bur fleſhly formes, 
thereby-labouring: to beget-in the peoples mindes, a contempt, and 
flight «ftceme of Chrift, his Word , and Ordinances z and that he 
might cheat them to purpoſe ;-tets ther of a God within, anda 
Chriftwicthin, and a Word within + and that God, and Chriſt, and 
they are one, without any true diſtin& knowledge of the true mean- 
ning of that which is exprefſed ; whereby poore ſoules with great 
and ſwelling words of vanity , triumph in a great myſteric of meer 
nothing, but emprineſſe, and confufion , ſpeaking things whereof 
they know not ; and many poor ſoules knowing ſach expreſſions 
to be Scripture Phraſes , doe greedily embrace them , without a 


true, diffin&, and cleer underſtanding the ſenſe of what is fpoken, 


having the perſons of thoſe who' ſpeak ſach language in greas ad- 


miration, as the chief, tender, charitable, knowing, high and ſpiri-* 
$ 


cuall Ghriftians ; whereas indeed although the words ſpoken by 


them, are many of them true 'in themſelves ( without which Satan 
cbuld not ſo efſeRually deceive ) as that God and Chriſt, and the 
Spirit dwell in us, and that God and Chrift, and the Saints are 
one; Yet are we to underftand this union to be onely in z way of 
relation through participation of the ſame ſpirit, and this d g 
to be-onely in'reſpeR of grace, and powerfai 


operation and in- 
flaence 


— —_ > 


Heart bleedings for Profeſſors abominations. 
fluence, working in the hearts of believers, according to the tenor 
of the new Covenant, in making men holy and humble, purifying 
their hearts, caufing them to walke in all good conſcience towards 
God and man, all which by them istrampled under- foot, and ano» 
ther kinde of znion, and indwelling driven at in their diſconrſes, 
which althoagh covertly expreſſed, untill by craft and ſubrilty, they 
have prepared the hearts of fimple and unftable ſoules , to receive 
whatſoever they ſhall ſuggeſt unco them ; yer then is openly dif- 
covered, being indeed the root of all birterneſs, and deſperate pro- 
phaneneſs, and blaſphemy, that can be imagined in the world: for 
from thence they conclude, that themſelves are God and Chrift, 
and what God is they are, and what they are God is; for ſay they, 
there is no Spiric but one, and ſo deny any created Angel or fpiric, 
holding upon the ſame account the living ſoule in man to be un- 
created, and ſo conſequently to be God himſelfe , and not created 
by God. Now this being the ground-worke of their delufign , the 
building is anſwerable. a6 M8699 70 | 
* For firſt, Concluding the reaſonable ſoule to be God, | 

Secondly, They affirm that this ſoul being clothed with thelfhu- 

mane bodies, or fleſh, is Chrift, or God, or God in fleſb, bereupon they 


- Imagin that Jeſus Chrift ſpoken ofin the Goſpel, as being born of 


the Virgin Mary, accuſed by the Fewer, delivered by Pildtetobe'cru- 
cified, dying at Feruſelem upon the Croſſe, 'rifing the thitd day, and 
aſcending into heaven; is onely to be underftood purabolicaly,' or 
figuratively, ſpeaking of one thing, and intending another ; 
at, and pr ing a worke onely within us, conceiving the Viy; 
Mary, the Fewes, Pilate, Jeruſalem, the Crofſe, Chriſt riſing and*ſcend- 
ing, ſpoken of in the Scriptures, to be all within them, and no ſuch 
thing ſubſtantially, or in truth withoxt. * | f OT 
As they conclude all things ſpoken of Chrift , to_be bat in a typi- 
calf, or figurative manner, intending and typifying out this God 
within, or God incarn.:2 in their fleſh , fill __— reaſort- 
able ſouls , conceiviag this to be the ſubſtance of al Serve 
ſo alſo apon this ground they are forced to conclude the whole 


. 
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niftrations of Moſer as Moſaical, were but flethly and carnall adimi- 
; neatihns. fo "as ww when the ſubſtance was come, they be- 
ing of gar od things to come; in like manner doe they 
| ker Ch © in his perſox , to be but a ſhadow of Chriſt with- 
mn, and all his heavenly and ſpiritual Goſpel to be but a Letter and 
 carnall hiftorie put to an end and aboliſhed , when they once come 
t0-app me "hat the ſubſtance of all is within. They comming 
Arey to believe that the ſoule is God , doe thence infer that they are 
perfe&,and that they are in as happy eftate as can be, & for this they 
urge, 1 Cor. 15. 24. tothe 23. to ſhew when the Kingdome is deli» 
vered pp.to the Father , all bis people gome-to a more immediate 
enj9 ment, of God the Father, and then Chriſt ceaſeth-his Media- 
| | , and. conſequently, all his New-Teſtament ceaſeth : now 
| \ dey clade. that all this js accompliſhed when they come to 
| di [2 ks png Ley pe boron re that ſplcit, which 
- is are 1h on ofalf things. 
jk LIU _ the utngyt ov declares that before our full poſ- 
CY ory, theje muſtbs'a t all Death, and Re- 
ecHIOR. , oy, ud ern un, _ upon he former 
Tree Inn Ares 
| y and thar the 
mn, and, eternall judgement, ab path! 'in the ſoul, 
new and Philctus didy 2 Tim. 2. RN with 1 Tim.1. 
CE. that” faich and Juſtification by 
he. Ordinances of Chriſt are yo 


Evicton of God, iſa char infinite 


wm ep affras themſelves to-doe ) in- 
= into things are altogether i ignorant of. ; 


ade as ;Perer ak, ſeoff ar ond c0 
AyJbo4s: and.mock as che hoty 4 res, "hog 
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them, that ought to be dotie by them, Rrengthning themſelves 
with this opinion, that there is no ſin but what contradits a mans 
owne light, (which 1s a mans'onely law ) and fin is only finto him 
that thinks it ſo,and that there is no hell buc that torment that men 
ſuftaine through croſſing their own light (which God knows is no-. 
thing but thick darkneffe ) from theſe principles the deſperately 
wicked and deceitful hearts of men fortified in their fins, having now, 
their conſcience ſeared with an bot Iron, account ic theiv onely mi-, 


follow theLaw of their own. minde, (as they needs muſt, concet- 
ving their owne ſouls to. be the onely .cternall God?) and what- 
ſoever their-evill hearts ate naturally inclined to,wherher Drunken- 

their prinet 
yet at length 


then, aff = yea pare} i 
,«fficming that they have made a and Covenant 

death, and tell, and hive communion with God in all theſe, ſeting.all = 
theſe and what ever evils can be imagined, reconciled to td, and ſo good, 
accounting all their a&ions for good, being atedby their own ſpi- 
rits, which ( as they thinke ) are God, ſaying that God-(buecraly 
nos God, but their own accurſed ſpirits) willed that they ad - 
onrſe and fwiare und be drunke, ant fill themſelves with all ungle 


which they eſteem to be perfe& rightequſnefſe, calling thas he ir 
and preg denn iebi Ne conformity to ihe 
haws'of Che 


"Rt revealed iniiehie Scripture, which curbs the infolency 
of —_—— the Ilufts of the heart, 0,000 naſty ineſe, 
that ry brake token we thoſe Ma em, thagean VI | 
heron th tiey'," without the ledft check Pr. congroul. of | * 
conſcience, commit'the-moft horrid. abomination, C which wee 
tremble to thinke © are the moſt peric@, and the moſt 
ble to thinke of) they e moſt perfe@', and the moſt 
fwxHowelyy in the will of God ;, to juftihe 3heſe theig abhomi- . 
navibns; chiby dey , thee Hnghls of God fware with yhorie and Midi | 
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which Angels are, God ip them, ( for all created Angels they deny ) 
who cherefore may ſweare as they will, .and-that with glory and 
Majefty ; Yea ſo great is their thraldom and captivity, that now the 
Prince of the power of the ate , that rales in the hearts of theſe Children 
of diſobedience , hath ſo fatre the maſtery and dominion over them, 
as that they are ready , not onely to fight againft God himſclte 
in his ſpirituall Ordinances , but aga £ivill ſocieties, violating 
che bonds of matriage, and Lawes of Families, againſt. the. ve> 
ry principles and light of nature, which common juſtice, (re- 
maining amongſt the Heathens ) would ſoone adjudge to meric ſe- 
vere puniſhment : and certainly thoſe that ſhall thus tranſgreſfle all 
dvill bonds, doe not onely lye lyable to the juſt and fearefull 
jadgement of God, but juſtly incurre the puniſhment of che; culers 
of this world.” fo 
Having thus Jaid'open ſome of the principles, and evill praftices 
of ihefemen, even chat root of bitterneſle , from which ſuch their 
ſinful branches grow ; by which every one whaſe eyes are opened, 
may difcern what a fearetull thing ir is to leave the Holy Word of 
{; and give” heed to the motions of a deceitfull heart, and to 
the ditates of a_lying ſpirit : wee ſhall now endeavour briefly to 
make manifeſt the ſandinefle, and dangerouſneſſe of the foundation 
whereupon theſe things are built ; which wee ſhall eflay to doe by 
proving; That the ſoule of man is not God, but a creature, created 
and made by God; which will appeare both by Scripture and rea- 
ſon, if you conſider, | 


1. That Godis incomprehenſible, the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
containe him, but the ſoule of man is comprehended and contained 


in thebod?/ | = 

3. Godis Almighty, but the ſoule of. man is not : what ever God 
- will, tharhe'can doe ; but man defires many; things, iand bath not 

power to accompliſh them. | L 2fs boy [; ] 
\ 3. .Godknowethhimſelfe,and all things, the ſecrets of all hearts, 
chinge paſt, preſent, and to come ; but alas ! the foul of man knows 
not the Being of it ſelfe, nor of the leaft creature, he knows not 
whiat is done in another houſe next to him. 


. 4; The ſoule is made and created, x Cor, 15. The firſt Adam 
as made « Irving ſoule , Jer, 38. 16. It is written, As-the Lord 


 liveth 
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liveth that made us this ſoul, now to be made and created, argues a 
beginning, but God is wichour begianing ; therefore the ſoule can- 
not be God. » . . : 3 k » + þ/ / ; ' 

5. Godis the God of the fpirits of all fleſh,Numb. 16, 22; there is a 
ſpirit in the body;of which God is the Father, Heb. x2: 9. which God © 

ormes within man, Zech. 12, 1. with which ſpirit the ſpiret of God bears 
witnes, Rom. 8. 16. which plainly proves our ſpirit or ſoule to be a 
creature : the trith of which further appears in that God can deftroy 
the ſoule , or caſt it into hell fire, Matth.-10. 28, in that the foule may be 
converted, Pſa]. 19. 7. in that it ſtands in need of deliverance and redemp- 
tion, Pſal. 13. 19. 34+ 22-49. 8. But now God cannot bedeſtroyed, 
neither needs he any redemptionat all. By this is it clear that mans 
ſoule is not God, and if not his ſoule much leſs is his body , that is 
ſubje& to ſuch variety of diftempers, and ſo neither body nor ſoule, 
O therefore what a horrid thing is ic for men to affiem they are God, 
that made and created all things, that governs the world, and the 
like, and to father all their abominations upon the Lord, thinking 
him to be altogether ſuch a one as themſelyes are! From hence we 
may ſafely conclude. 1; To 

1. That if the ſpicic be created by'God,andis united to the body, 
then thoſe ations that are done by the body , are the ations of the 
man. O how ſome men fighting againſt the lighe, cry our, that it is 
God in man only'that a&s, that ſhall be ſaved, and the like, whereas 
it is evident that it is the man that afts, cither good things, viz. the 
man that beleeveth, prayerh, conformech ; andiis bleſſed of God ;or 
it is the man that fins and walks in diſobedience, which man is the 
ſubje& of deftruRtion. | 

2. Thatifthe ſpirit be created by God, .it- muſt be ſubje&-o the 
will and Law of the Creator: things created are for the praiſe of the 
Creator, we are made by God to ſhew forth his praiſe, and by our 
obedience to declare out ſelves to be his children, we are not left at 
liberty to run from God ; this was that that involved Adem at firſt 
in miſery, and ftill keeps his off-ſpring in ſorrow and confuſion. 

3- That fin is thedefe&ion , variation from, or the tranſgre(- 
fion of theLaw of our Creator, and not of our owne wills when 
we doe the things God forbids, or leave undone the things com- 
_—_ we fin againſt God the Lord, the Creator of ſoule and 

Y«. | 
' From the r.ot right underſtanding of the creatures ſubje&tion,and 
D relation 
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relation unto God, flow alſo thoſe vain allegorizings of choſe texts 
of Scripture that ſpeak of Chriſt him(&. For if we ſearch the $eripe 
ture we ſhall ſee cleerly,that Chriſt Jeſus was not a figure gr ſhagaw- 
ofa ſubſtance tq be.enjoyed noiy or hereafcer ( as theſe men dream ) 
but the true ſubſtantial good it ſelf;the true Mediator Gad and man,the 
ſubſtance of all figures, aud ſbadowes under the Law , which was 8 Schaol- 
maſter unto Chriſt , Gal. 3. 24. The Apoſtle tels us , The Adpiniſtra- 
tions under the Law, were a ſbadow-of good things to cone , tbe body or 
ſubſtquce whereof was Chriſt, or was in Chriſt , now it isggainſ com» 
mon ſenſe and reaſon, that one ſhadow ſhould type out anather, 
and that as carnall and fleſhly as ic (clfe , -byt the contrary hereof 
is moſtcertaine, for Moſes and Foſbua being typical Savieurs , redee- 
ming. the ſpiritual Tfrael out of Agypt into earthly Canaan , muſh 
needs hold out a ſubſtantial! Saviour , that moſt cffeQtually hall res 
deem the Spiritual Iſrael , for faith the Apoſtle, He is able to ſave to: 
the uttermoſt all that come to God by him , ſeeing be ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for them , Heb. 7.5. He is the Alpha and Omega, the Begin» 
ning and the ending, the firſt qud the loſt, Rev. 1. 18. Who ſaid to Fohu, 
Feare not, for I was dead', and am alive for evermore , Amen : gnd I bave 
the keyes of Hell and of death; This Jeſus is not onely tras man as 
rouching fleſh , but alſo God over all bleſſed for- ever , or the. moſt 
high God, Rom. 9. 5. Jobn che Bptilt ceſtitying of Chriſt, Fob.3. 31. 
ſaith, He that commeth from.above, is above, all, and this is true of 
Chriſt ag touching his Godhead, who alfo is truly man, ſoule and 
body; confWlivg of a humane ſoule, and flekly body , and that af- 
ter his_reſurre&ion , as: appears , Luk. 24; 39, In reference to the 
ConjunRion of both humane and divine nature, he faith;T tay downe, 
my life, and T take it up againe;ag man he died, as God he raiſed him(clf 
from the dead ; now that any ſhould be ſo vile and wretched as to 
count the ever-bleſſed Lord, whois the moſt high and bleſſed Savi- 
our, a Feſbly forme and ſhadow, becauſe according to the infinite wiſe 
dome and love of God, he. aſſumed mans nature , that be might thereby 
become q more fit and ſuitable Saviour unto them ;, wee are wounded 


in our ſouls to thinke thereof, and tremble to thinke what hardneſs - 


of heart, ingratitude and blindneſs of minde , ſuch ſouls are given up 
to; and though they may talke of being above the difpenſation of 
Chriſt, che Kingdom being\in them reigned up to the Father, they 
ſay they know not whatzfor before the office of Chriſts mediatorſhip. 
ceaſes, znd the Kingdome be reſigned to the Father, the Scripture 
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expre(ly tels us, all enemies muſt be ſubdued under fits feet, P/al.1 10, 
1. Pſal.$. 6. 1 Cor./15, 24, 25. Heb. 2. 6,9. which'is tort yer effeed, 
for Chriſts enemies, viz. the Devil, Sinne, Babylon, Amichriſt ; the cp- 
poſite oppreſſing civill powers of the world, death, and the grave, and the 
rule and authority they bear rule with,are not yet wholly by Chrift 
put-downe, therefore the Office' of his Mcdiatorfhip fill flands in 
force z Hence we may ſafely conclude, Woh 

Firft , That if Chrift be a ſubftantiall Mcdiator, truly ſpirituall, 
his Goſpel then, which he and his Apoſtles hath declarcd, is not a 
bare outward Relation, Hiftory, or carnal Letter, but a fpiricual and 
fubftantial Truth and Myftery, containing the whole Minde, Will, 
and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and praRtiſe + 


throughout all Ages. 


Secondly, It muſt needs be as durable as the Mediator is, for the 
Law of Chrifts Priefthood is as durable as the Pciefthood it ſelfe, the 
Law depending upon the Priefthood; for the change of the Prieft= 
hood and Law goes together , and ſo the Pricſthood of old being 
changed, the Law then, and notcill chen was changed alſo, Heb.7. 
18. So when Chrifts Pciefthood is changed, then the Law of chat 
Priefthood, and not till then ſhall be changed alſo, 

Thirdly, It muft alſo be granted, Phat the Scriptures which 
doe declare this great myſfterte of Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel, be 
the holy Scriptures, and the infallible Word of God, for it conld 
never haveentred into the heart of man to have knowne or ma- 
nifeſted thoſe hidden myſteries, had not God himſelfe by his 
owne Word revealed them from Heaven ; now the Scriptures 
{re Gods Word, declaring his minde, making knowne'hiz oak 
cel, being able to make the people of God wiſe unto ſalvation through 
faith which is in Chriſt Feſw , being given by the inſpiration of God, 
and are profitable for Dofirine, ſor Reproofe, for Correftion, for-Inftrufti- 
on in Righteouſneſſe, that the man of God may be perfeft, throughly furni- 
ſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3. 15,16. and therefore not to be 
{lighted and undervalued, as a dead Letter, a bare Hiftory, a carnall 
empty Story, Therefore dearely beloved brethren, we beg and in- 
treat you, and every one that loves his ſoule, to feare and tremble at 
the thoughts of (lighting and defpiſing Chriſt and his Goſpel, or 
any one of his Jaws, or holy commandements revealed in his word, 
for know that God will ſet his Son upon his boly Hill of Sion, Pal. 2.8. 
and will call all bis enemies that _ not have bim to reigne over them, 

2 and 
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and flay them be foxghim. He j8 £0 be received to-rule over us as King, 


as well as to be an,oblacion for fin, as he is a Prieſt and Sacrifice, fo 
alſo a Prophet and a King, to.teach and govern his people, being the 
author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him. Therefore that 
man that departeth from the way of ſubje&ion to Chriſt in his holy 
Commandements & Ordinances, refuſeth Chriſt tobe his Lord, and 
King, and judges bimſelfe unwortby of eternall life ; Wherefore we in 
tender compaſſion to your ſoules,and zeal for the glory of God,doe 
beſeech & exhort you; that you ſtil] keep the holy commandements, 
as they were delivered unto you, that you doe ſhew the ſame dili- 
gence to theend(for he that endureth to the end, ſhall be ſaved) that 
.yeftand faſt, and earneſtly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints, that no man take your crown from you', and that you 
take heed that you be not ledafide with the-workers' of iniquity. O 
let none of us dally with the wayes of God, leſt we be given up to 
the error of the wicked, even to thoſe horrible. deluftions betore 
mentioned,for God is a juſt and holy God. Ochat God would give 
his people this wiſdome in all Nations to keep his holy commande. 
ments, for holineſs becomes his houſe for ever ; O that Gods ſeye- 
rity might prevaile with all that profeſſe his name, to ſearch their 
owne hearts, leaſt not receiving che truth in the love thereof, they 
be given up to ſtrong deluſions to believe a lye , left they making ſin 
their work and pleaſure,, God make condemnation to be their wa» 
ges, and diſannulling their league with hell and death, he pull them 
down from the top of their vanity, whether they have above the 
heights of the clouds exalted themſelves, and laugh at their deſtrutji- 
on, and mock when their feare comes. h 

Ob. But many may be ready to objec, that thoſe who have fam 
into ſuch deſperate abominations, were ſometimes members of our 
Congregations, and from thence are apt to contemn our profeſſion, 
and queſtion whether our way be of God or no, ſaying, you ſee 
what your judgement leads to. x 

Sol. In anſwer to this we ſay, | 

1. That it is a great miſtake to judge that thoſe perſons were all 
of cur ſocieties, for this we can clearly evince, that many, if- not 
moſt of them were never members with us, 

2. Suppoſe they had been all of us ( which yet is. Hot ſo ) yet we 
fzy that none may thence reaſonably condemn our profeſſion, nor 
our ſelyes ſcruple it, as not of God, which we doubt not, but they 
vill confeſſe, if they confider, 1, That 


be ee et EE ets, CO EEEES 


Heart bleedings for Profeſſors abominations. 


1. That from the undeniable truths of God, and from the Chur- 
ches gathered immediately by the holy Apoſtles themſelves ( which 
by all are granted to be the pureſt ) many profeſſors have gone 
aſtray, and faln into great condemnation : Hymenews and Alexan- 
der made (hipwrack of faith and a good conſcience, '1 Tim. 1. 19. 
afirming ( as many of theſe in our dayes doe ) that the reſurreQi- 
on was paſt already, deſtroying the faich of ſome, 2 Tim. 2. 18. 
ſeverall in Corinth denying any reſurre&ion at all , 1 Cor. 15. 12. 
others falling into very great abominations ; Fude tells us, ver. 4. 
That there were: certain men crept in unawares , being, of old ordained to 
this condemnation ,” ungodly men , turning the grace of God into laſcivi- 
onſneſſe , and denying the onely Lord God, and our Lord Jeſu Chriſt. 
To. add one inſtance more tor all ( Jobn ſaith ) Little children it is 
the laſt time , and as you have beard that Antichriſt ſhall. come , even now 
are there many Antichriſts , whereby we know that it is the laſt time; they 
went out from us, but they were not of wh; 14 18, 19, | 

2. The ſpirit of God foreſceing ſuch things ſhould be, that we 
might not be tumbled when they come to paſſe, hath exprelly fore- 
told them z As to the Elders of Epheſus, Ats 20. 28 , 29, 30» ſaith 
Paul by the Spirit , Take heed .to fred the Church of God which be bath 
furchaſed with bis owne bloud ; for: I know this , that after my departing 
ſhall grievous Wolves enter in,ameng you , not. ſparing the, flock: Alſo, 
of your ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away diſ- 
ciples after them; ſo alſo by the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Per. 2. 1, 2. Of. 
There ſhall be ( ſaith be) falſe teachers among you, who privily 
ſhall bring in damnable herefies, denying the Lord that boughr 
them, andbring upon themſelves ſwift diftruRion,.and many (hall 
follow their pernicious or Jaſciviow.wayes, by reaſon of whom 
the way of truth ſhall be oy ſpoken of: Jude excites the Saints to 
remember the words of the Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus, how they 
foretold there ſhould be meckers in thelaft time, who ſhould walk 

after theivown ungodly luſts, ſeperating themſelves, ſenſual, having 
not the Spirit, verſ. 17, 18, 19. and from whom ſhall they ſeparate, 
but from the true Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, profeſſing the fairh of 
Chriſt, and being baptized in his name( the Scripture no where ap- 
proving any other Churches, that we read of ) Paulalſo tells Timos 
thy , the time would come (and. ſurely thoſe prophefies are now ful- 
tilled ) when they would not endure ſound dofirine,byt after their own luſtr, 
b- {a beap- 
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' hep. to themſelves teachers, having itching eares , that ſhould turne dway 
their ears from the truth, giving beed unto fabler, 

3. God in his wiſdome permits thete things, that thoſe which are 
approved may be made manifeſt, and choſe rhat feeme to be what 
they are not, may be diſcovered; for hypocrites have and will be 
creeping intothe Church (and that no marve], for Satan himfelfe is 
transformed into an Angel of Light ) bur becauſe they receive nor 
| the truth in the love thereof , God ſends them ftrong delufions thar 
chey ſhould believe a lye, that they all may be damned, who belicye 
. not the truth, but have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſſe, 2 Theſſi 2. 10, 

11,12, &c,. 1-Fob. 2. 18, 19. | wy. 

'.* 4. Wee cannat wonder that thoſe who draw neer to God in'the 
vilible profeſſion of his Name, being deſtitute of the power of god- 
lines,do.thus fall away: for God will be ſanRified in them that draw 
nigh to him, either in making them conformable to his Will to the 
praiſe of his grace,or ele in diſcovering their fal{kood,hypocrifie & 
madneſs, making them dreadfull examples ofhis wonderfull ſeveri- 
ty, tothe glory of his Juſtice. Nadab and Abibn, for offering ftrange 
fire, which the Lord commanded not , were deftroyed by fire from 
Heaven, Ley.10.1, 2,3. The Lord himſelfe proclaimes from Heaven, 
, that his wayes are righteous, 8 the juſt ſhall walk in them,but tran(- 
grefſors ſhall fall therein, Hoſ:t4.ult. The narrow path of thit' Saints 
. righteous walk,ſuits not with the licentious principles andinterefts 
of carnal men,and though finners may be in Son for a time, yet fear 
ſurpriſes them,and by reaſon of the purity & brightnes of the wayts 
of God, they cannot abide therein , but caft Chrifts yoke from their 
necks, becauſe it will not be ſubſervient to their owne lufts. A re- 
markable_ example of Gods ſeverity againſt thoſe that ſometimes 
profeſſed the truth, whoſe hearts were fort right before God, we may 
ſee in Fudas, and in Angnias, and Sapphire, who for lying againſt the 
holy- Ghoſt were ſuddenly deſtroyed , to the great wy of all” the 
Church of Chriſt : As in nature the corruption of the beft things, is 
the greateſ} corruprion , ſo the greater profeſſion men make of the 
_ truth, when once they be corrupted, they fall into the.groſſeſt abo- 
minations. The truch is, this is no ground to ſuſpe& our profeſſion, 
becauſe ſome fall from it, for who is it that fins the unpardonable 
fin, but one that profefſed the truth of the Goſpel, Fob. 1.5, 6. Who 
are thoſe that are twice dead, plucked apby the roots? except thoſe 

that by profeſſion were formerly alive in the truth, 
, Fifchly, 
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Fifthly,and laſtly, We do acknowledg;though ſome eminent Pro- 
feſſors of the ſame truth with us have faln fouly(which hath been the 
occaſion of much griefe to us) yet it hath been hicherto,and we hope 
ever (hall be our care ( as they have been by the righteous judgement 
of Goddiſcovered)according to our duty to put them from anjongſt 
us,cndeavouring to preſet ve our ſelves from all iniquitie,and not ro 
have fellowſhip with the unprofitable works of darkneſs, but rather 


© to reprove them: We conclade this., ſaying of chem that are gone 


from us,and faln into ſuch notorious wickedneſs,as John ſaith, They 
went from us becanſe they were not of us , for if they bad been of us , no 
doubt they would have continued -with us, but they went out from us, that 
they might be manifeſt not to be of us. 

If any ſhall judge what we have here declared doth ſavour of un- 
charitableneſs, rigidnes, cenforioutnes & bitternes of ſpirit to them 
that diſſent from us, we deſire all fuch ſeriouſly to take notice, thar 
trae loveand charity is not the ſoothing of any in'their fins, the hea- 
ling of wounds (lightly, the crying peace, peace , when ſudden de- 
ſtru&ion is at hand it is not the daubing with untempered morrer,' 
bat it is a true love to the Truth,and to all for the Truths ſake,con- 
fiſting in plainnels and limplicity, engaging us to endeavour the re- 
ſtoring of them that are faln, to _ them as brands out of the fire, 
to contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints , to notgucty - 
perſons that walk diſorderly, to endeavour the preſerving of them 
that are ſound in the faich. 

While fome'men cry out againſt us for uncharitablenefs,in crying * 
down fin and finful praQtifes,O how uncharitablein truth are they, - 
that can.ſuffer God to be diſhonoured , his Sonne to be vilified, his 
Truth trampled underfoot, his Ordinances lighted, and their own- 
and thoufands of poor ſouls in danger of being utterly ſeduced ; to 
their own deftru&ion, and yet have not a heart to relent for ſuch 

raRiſes, nor a tongue to plead againſt them, whereby others mighe 
forewarned of their ſwift appoaching danger ; our conſciences 
bear witnes,that the honourof Godzthe love of hisTruth,zeal for his * 
Nzme, and if p#fiible, the ſaving of ſouls from death, hath been the 
prevailing argument with us, thus to expreſs our ſelves; beſeeching 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus, that by the fame power 
which raifcd him from the dead, he would make this inflrumentall 
to confirm thoſe who yet abide in the truch,to reftore all the ſimple 
in heart, who are ready. to turne afide from the vayce of the' true 
Shepherd, and to follow ftrangers, and the cunning (leights and de- . 
| *# _ 
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vicesof the Deſtroyer, that walks upand downeas a roaring Lyon 

ſeeking whom he may devyour,who hath caſt down many wounded, 

& {lain many ſtrong men: And that it may alſo to all men more ful- 

ly diſcover the deſperate folly and madnes of thoſe who triumph in 

their proud imaginations againſt the Truth and Scepter of the Lord 
{cſus , that all may clearly ſee their houſe is the way to hell, going 
downe to the chambers of death, leaſt they, poor fouls,chrough fai- 
ned ſpeeches, being inticed to yeild,and forced through the flattering 
of their lips, ſhould goe after them firaight way. As «n Ox goeth to the 
fl.ughter, or as a Fool to the corre@tion of the ſtocks, till a dart ſtrike thorow 
their liver,baſting as Birds to the ſnare,not knowing that it} for their life ;. 
and we by uncharitable (ilence would become g ilty oftheir bloud. 

Now brethren, we commend you to God, andto the'word, of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and co give you an inhericance. 
among all them which are {anQified, praying that you may ſtand up- 

on your watch, cloathed with the whole armour of God, and that 
you may be kept blameleſſc, living by faith , uncill the comming of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift,not caſting away your confidefice, 
which hath great recompence of reward ; For yet a little while, and 
he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry. -Thegrace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift be with you all. Amen. 
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